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Wanderlustis brought Lo life by people from all over the planel. Here are some of the writers
and travellers who've cralted this issue - plus the big trips they'd like to go onin 2021...
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OPINION

The Conscious
Traveller

In this moment of stillness, we must remember that itis people, not places, that truly
make our lravels, says journalist Lola Akinmade Akerstriom

The most needed, the hardest hit

A few years ago | quictly watched
Mlaurizio at his wooden potter's wheel,
observing his hands gently shape and craft
the clay. His eyes, the colour of honey,
scanned the surface like lasers, secking
out any |n1pcr|n.hmu. Alter two decades
spent crafting with care, the wheel had
become like an extension of his body
Masrizio and his wife Rosella are the
only artisans in laly's Emilia-Romagna region keeping
the soo-plus-year-old tradition of making téglia -
terracotta pans lor baking piading
Hatbreads - with their hands

Ceetting to their studio in the
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mature [romage, 3 textile maker intricately spinning silk
of 3 Berber woman lrom the Athis mountains lovingly
weaving a carpet on 2 loom. These custodians of culture
also extend to travel guides, who teach us about the
traditions they preserve with care. As with amy teacher,
their livelthoods depend on their students.

When the pandemic hit and we topped travelling, we
all ek it emotionally, physically, inancially. The travel
inclusiry makes up over 10% ol the world's GO, an
estimated Usg tallion in fevenue and more thana oo
million jobs have been lost. Some of those most impacted
are bravel operatons, professonal
guides and ansans. Preserving
tradition requires continual
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winding roads that snaked along Wﬂrk l'ﬂql.llrﬂd bﬂ'l’iﬂ in through the generations.

rolling hills with views of vineyards, the moment: it evoked Amid the fog of unccrtainty,
hcl‘vjds_illrlgr:a'rinp !hccjp. c-l:ll sheds acertain reverence, lx pandemic has uwt:ll.hrtnl:tl
and villas. Once on site, the internet industry a collective stillness.

was adistant memory. In our knw'"g thatl was 1 moment for deep reflection and
heavily connected world, we hﬂ'h'lﬂ invited into an conscious work. An opportunity
often take for granted that many intimate world to think about what types of
local artisans and craftspeople travellers we want to be once we
preserving tangible picces of culture come out of this.

and tradition don't have a web
presence, let alone their own e-commerce sites.
Transactions are often made in person.

Before the pandemic, bringing back memories of our
travels in the form of souvenirs was already losing its
lustre; finding tree cultural keepsakes amid the mass-
produced tourist trinkets could be demoralising. Who
was actually benefiting from our overconsumption?

Being there, observing Maorizio at work, required being
in the moment; it evoked a cenain reverence, knowing
that [ was being invited into an intimate workd. |t was like
watching a cheesemaker tenderly cradling a block of
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Beyond depositing us in awe before
grand vistas, the true gift of travel is the connection we
foster with the people we met. Those are often the
moments we remember the most. And those connections
are often decper when we're around people who are truly
passionate about what they do. Like, say, the potter
delicately working his wheel @

Loia Akinmade Akerstrom is an award-winning travel
journaiist and visual stovyteller, based in Sweden. She is the
co-founder of Local Purse. She twerts af @iLodaAbimmade;
Foer website is wwwakinmade com



	Wanderlust
	Wanderlust1
	Wanderlust2

